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SERMON 
Occaſion d by the DEA TH of the 

Rev. Mr. Joſiah Hargreaves. 


1 Cori IV. 7. 


But we have this Treaſure in 
Earthen Veſſels, that the Ex- 


 cellency of the Power may 
be of God, and not of us. 


this Place (which was not long ſince) that 
the next would be upon ſuch a very ſo- 
lemn and mournful Occaſion as thts ! 


0 Little thought the firſt Time J appear'd in 


Bur the great God, in whoſe Hands are all 
our Times and Ways, hath been pleas'd ſo to 
order it, that thus it is! 

A 2 ACCORDINGLY, 
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* ACCORDINGLY, the Words of holy Writ 
from which I have (as well as the ſhort No- 
tice I had wou'd allow me) drawn a few Medi- 
tations, for the Improvement of the preſent 
Occaſion, are thoſe which I have now been read- 
ing; But we have this Treaſure, &c. 


T1n1s Chapter confiſts of three general Parts, 
viz, the Way and Manner in which St. Paul 
and his Fellow-Apoſtles preach'd the Goſpel ; 
the Ground and Reaſon of their ſo preaching 
it; and the manifold Afflictions and Sufferings 

that they endur'd upon the Account of it. 


Tur Words I have choſen for my Text 
come under that Part wherein the Apoſtle de- 
clares the Ground and Reaſon of that artleſs, 
open and couragious Manner in which he and 
his Aſſociates preached the Goſpel. 


In the Words we have obſcrvable, 


I. THE Name that the Apoſtle gives the 
Goſpel : He calls it Treaſure-----We have 
thts Treaſure----- 


II. His Deſcription of the Perſons entruſted 
with it : They are Earthen Veſſels----- Ve 
have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels--=- 


III. Tux 


. 


t 


— . 
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III. Tun Reaſon he aſſigns why this Trea- 
ſure is put into ſuch Veſſels: It is that 
God might have all the Glory. Ve 
have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, 
and not of us. 


I. Tux, we have here obſervable the Name 
that St. Paul aſcribes to the Goſpel : He calls 
it Treaſure Ne have this Treaſure---- 


By the Goſpel we mean the Word of God, 
the Syſtem of Divine Truths contained in the 
holy Scriptures; the chief Subject whereof is 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, one in whom, as our 
3. are hid all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; ſo that 
whatever Wiſdom and Knowledge the Sinner 
wants, as leading to his everlaſting Salvation, 
Chriſt only is poſſeſs d of, and from him alone 
muſt be deriv'd : And therefore the glorious 
Goſpel, as making known to us ſuch an infi- 
nitely rich Perſon, may juſtly be call'd by the 
Name of Treaſure. 


IT may be alſo thus call'd to point out to us 
its Divine Influence; for, as whatever a Man's 
Treaſure is, Matth. vi. 21. his Heart is much 
drawn by; ſo, the bleſſed Goſpel is that, 
which, thro” the Spirit, is mightily influential 
upon the Chriſtian's Heart, whoſe Treaſure it 

IS ; 
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is: It draws forth his Heart to it, and makes 


him very highly to eſteem it: He values it 


much more than Thouſands of Gold and Silver, 
and greatly delights in it after the inward Man. 


FARTHER: It may be ſaid to be Treaſure, 
to denote the Secrecy of it; in that tho' the 


Heaven (i. e. the Word of the Kingdom) 7s 


like unto T; hay hid in a Field; the which 


» when a Man hath found, he hideth, &c. 


Bur again: The Word or Goſpel of Chriſt 
may have this Name of Treaſure given it, to 
ſignify its Security. Treaſure (you know) is 
what Mankind take much Care of; hence, 
As viii. 27, we read concerning One of great 
Authority under Candace, Queen of the Ethio- 


pians, who had the Charge of all her Treaſure. 


And fo, in like Manner, the glorious Goſpel 
is a Thing that's taken great Care of, and that 
even by the Almighty himſelf, who hath pre- 
ſerv'd it in the Worſt of Times, when the 
wicked Attempts of Men and Devils have been 


made to corrupt and deſtroy it ; and he will go 
on 


true Believer, the Child of God, is made 
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on ſtill to preſerve it; andavill punctually fulfil 
the Promiſes of it, which are all La, and 
Amen, in Chriſt Foſus : 80 that the Go pel is 
ſuch a Treaſure that neither Moth nor Ruſt can 
corrupt, nor Thieves take away : No; 'tis a 
Goſpel that's everlaſting ; for fo tis call'd, 
Rev. xiv. 0,----- 1 jaw another Angel fly in the 
Midſt of Heaven, having the everlaſting 


Goſpel-<--- 


AND now (by way of Improvement on this 


: Head) ſeeing that the Goſpel is ſuch a Treaſure, 


how thou'd thoſe that are in the Enjoyment of 
it, be thankful to God for it, and more and 
more ſtudy and ſearch into it? As it ſhou'd 
make us thankful, fo it ſhou'd be the Matter 
of our daily Study and Contemplation. The 
glorious Things contain'd in it, are what even 
the Angels themſelves defire to hook into; let us 
then, in Imitation of them, have the fame 
Deſire, and ſtill endeavour after farther Degrees 
of Goſpel- Knowledge; ; for (as one of the 
Prophets expreſſes it) then ſhall we know, if we 
follow on to know; and therefore, Solomon, 

when ſpeaking of Chri/t, the Goſpel O orand 
Subject, under the Character of W/1/dom, ſays, 

Prov. ii. 4, 5. If thou feekeſt her as Silver, and 
ſearcheſt for her, as for hid Treaſures ; then 
halt thou underſtand the Fear of the * and 
find the Knowledge of God. 


Tuus 


the preſent Day.” 
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Tuus much thin for the firſt Head, the 


Name that the Apoſtle gives to the Goſpel : He 


calls it Treaſure, 


THe next to be conſider'd (as obſervable in 
the Text) is, 


II. Tur Deſcription of the Perſons entruſted 
with this excellent Treaſure : They are Earthen 
Veſſels---=-We have this Treaſure in Earthen 


WE, i. e. We Apoſtles and Miniſters of 
And, conſequently, all 


other Miniſters, their Succeſſors. 


TE Miniſters of the 1 then (accord- 
ing to this) are Earthen Veſſels. 


Wx II conſider the Terms diſtinctly. 


FIRST, They are Veſels; which Branch of 
the Deſcription may be expreſſive, 


1. Or their Divine Appointment to the 


Work in which they are engag'd; in that 


Veſſels (I need not tell you) are artificial In- 
ſtruments deſign'd by the Maker for particular 
Uſes, ſome for one Uſe, and ſome for another: 
And ſo the true Miniſters of the Goſpel are 


Perſons whom the Lord hath appointed to that 


Work; 
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Work; agreeably to what's ſaid of Paul, 
he Ads ix. 15, He is a choſen Veſſel unto me, to 


Je | Bear my Name before the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and the Children of Iſrael. | 


15 2. THEIR being call'd Veſels may be alſo 

$ intended to expreſs that they have not all like 

Endowments, nor are all equally fitted for 

ted their ſacred Employment; for Veſſels (we 

ben know) are not of an equal Capacity, ſome be- 

ben ing greater, and others leſs; there are, as we 

read, Jaiab xxii. 24. Veſſels of Cups, and V. 0 

c fels of Flagons: So, the Miniſters of the 

I Goſpel, ſome are like Veſſels of Cups, contain 

all but a ſmall Quantity, others like Yefels of 

3 Flagons, that hold a great deal: Some have 

3. |} eater Gifts, and others leſs; every Man as God 
„„ - 8” 3 WT 


3. Turi being deſcrib'd as Yeſels may be 

expreſſive likewiſe of that Purity and Holineſs 
Which ought to be in em, and appear upon 

1 of 'em, in Alluſion to the Veſſels of the Temple, 
which were all conſecrated and made holy, 

| inſomuch that thoſe that bare em were to be 
the clan. The Miniſters of the Goſpel, moſt 
that certainly, ſhould be holy. If ble muſt be 
In- chan that only bear the Vejjels of the Lord, 
ular much more ?hο who are the Veſſels themſelves. 
ner: Hence, our holy Apoſtle, when writing to 
. Timothy, amongſt other cautionary Directions, 
that adviſes him to keep bimſelf pure both from 
rk ; B _- Tha 
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Hereſy in Doctrine, and Impiety in Life, 
2 Tim. 11. 20, 21. ---- In a great Houſe there 


are not only 7 eſſels of Gold and Silver, but alſo 
of Wood and of Earth, and ſome to Honour, and 
ame to Diſhonour. 5 a Man therefore purge 
himſelf From theſe jb ſhall be a Veſſel unto Ho- 
nour, ſunctifyd and — for the Maſter's Uſe, 
and prepared unto every good Work. 


ſcription - 


Tus then for the firſt Branch of the De- 
Miniſters are Yeſe!s. 


We procced bs conſider, 
SECONDLY, that they are Earthen Veſſels. 
AND thus they may be characteriz'd, 


BECAUsE, like others, they are made of | 


a3 well as their Hearers, as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, 2 Cer. v. 1. have Bodies that 
are but an carthly Houſe of nt . 
Portakers of Fleſh and Blood, as other Men 

are; God 85 ing in Compaffion to his People, 
choſen ſuch to ſpeak to 'em, that ſo their 
Terrors night not make them afraid; according 


the Ek They, 


to wnat Elibu ſays, Job XXXIIl. 6, 7. 


(2 ) Tu may be ſaid to be Earthen Veſ- 
ſels upon the Account of that little Eſteem in 
which the Men of the World are apt to hold em: 


mu deſpiſe em and flight em, and look upon 
| 'em 


They're | 


els, 
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'em as mean and contemptible ; for tho', by 
virtue of that Honour their Lord hath put upon 
'em, in committing the rich Treaſure of the 
Goſpel to 'em, they are the precious Sons of Zion 
comparable to fine Gold, yet are they eſteemed as 


Earthen Pitchers, the Work of the Hands of 
the Potter, as tis expreſs'd, Lam. iv. 2. 


(3.) MinisTERs, even the beſt of em, 
are ſubject to many finful Infirmities, as well as 
other Men ; and on that Account alſo may be 
repreſented as Earthen Veſſels. Tis faid of 
the Prophet Elias, James v. 17. that he was a 
Man ſubject to like Paſſions as we are; and fo 
likewiſe, as in Acts xiv. 15. it may be faid of 
all the Miniſters of the New Teſtament ; for, 
as John the Baptiſt takes Notice, tis our bleſſed 
Lord only, who cometh from Above, and is above 
all, that is perfectly pure, but he that is of the 
Earth, as every Miniſter, by Nature, is, zs 
earthy, and ſpeabeth of the Earth, Fohn iii. 31. 
O Sirs! we, as well as our People, too much 
manifeſt that ve are of the Earth; our Liquor 
too much favours of the Veſſel; Satan, like a 
curſed Enemy, ſtirs up the Remainders of the 
old Man in our Souls, and, thro' his ſubtle 
Temptations, cauſes us, ſometimes, to mix the 
Wine with Water, I mean, the pure Doctrines 
of Chriſt with Man's Wiſdom, and makes us 
ſo to ſhew our own ſinful Paſſions and Humours, 
as that we plainly appear to be but Earther 


Veſſels. 
B 2 (4.) Trost 


« 
4 


* 
2 — 
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(4.) Tnosr with whom the Goſpel is in- 


truſted are frail and mortal, and muſt die as 
well as others; and for this Reaſon alſo may 
very properly be ſaid to be Earthen Veſſels. 
Your Fathers, where are they ? And the Prophets, 
do they live for ever? No; God's Prophets 
and Miniſters die as other Men do; the earth. 
Houſe of their Tabernacle muſt be diſſolved; the 


the Fountain, and the Duſt, as tis ſaid, Eccleſ. 
Xu, 6, 7. return to the Earth as it was. 


2 (my Friends) of this Church and Con- 
gregation, by repeated Experiences, know this 


to be too true. God has, in the Death of one 
and another of your Miniſters, convinc'd you 
that they were but Earthen Veſſels; and more 

eſpecially in the Death of your late Paſtor, | 


whom, the laſt Lord's-Day, you £ ſuppoſe) 
expected to have ſeen and heard in this Place ; 
and, doubtleſs, he himſelf, when he went to 


bed, on the Saturday Night, deſign'd and ex- 
pected it: But, alas! the Earthen Veſſel was 
very ſuddenly and unexpectedly dath'd to Pieces, 
and now, for a while, muſt lie amongſt the - 
broken Pots; tho' the Soul (as we have no | 


Reaſon to doubt) is, in Heaven, as the Wings 
of 4 Dove cover'd with Silver, and ber Fea- 


thers with yellow Gold; to allude to that Paſ- 


ſage, P/aln Ixvili. 13. 
AxD 


ONS UP ANG YH x 


| Pitcher, will, aſſuredly, at laſt, be broken at 


D 
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AND thus now we have conſider'd the Rea- 


ſons why the Miniſters of the Goſpel are de- 
ſcrib'd as V eels, even Veſſels of Earth, or, 
Earthen Veſſels. 


Taz Application of this Head take as fol- 


lows. 


2 ARE the Miniſters of the Goſpel YVefels, 
Veſſels that God hath form'd and made, Veſſels 
that are of various and different Capacities, and 
Veſſels, that, agreeable to the Nature and Deſign 
of their Uſe, ſhould be pure and clean? Let 
thoſe then that are in the Miniſtry, be thankful to 
God for making them ſuch Veſſels of Honour ; 
and let thoſe that are large Veſſels not deſpiſe 
them that are leſs; and thoſe that are but ſmall, 
not envy the Gifts of thoſe that excell em, 


nor be diſcourag'd at the Smallneſs of their own 


Capacity: But let all endeavour to be found 


faithful, and, as Spititual Veſſels, know bow to 
$ poſſeſs themſelves in Sanctiſication and Honour; 
and not like Eli's Sons, make themſelves vile, 


and cauſe the Sacrifices of - the Lord to be 
abhorr'd. | 


AND as for thoſe that are our People, let 
them e no more from us than from Yeſſels. 
You ſhou'd remember that we are but Veſſels. 


We can only give out what we have receiv'd 
from the Lord; we can but make known 


accordin o 
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5 according to the Meaſure given us, the Grace 
e the Goſpel; but we cannot beſtow it upon 
1s you, we cannot work it in you; this is the 
75 Work of God, and not ours. Look not 
therefore at Miniſters, as tho they cou'd ſpeak 
/' to your Heart: No; tis God that mult do 
tis; tis he that muſt reach the Heart, and 
enrich it with the Treaſure of the Goſpel that 
we have put into zs, and that we preach unto JF 7 


you, 


WY Y _ — a as 


Bur in the next Place, 


Veſſels of Earth? This then ſhou'd teach em 
to have-low Thoughts of themſelves, and to 
take heed of ſmiting one againſt another, and 
often to think of their being broken and laid F z 
aſide, and to act and prepare accordingly. tl 


t 

FE 

2.] ARE Miniſters (as we've heard) ſuch 0 
a 

tl 

l 


AnD from hence alſo let their People learn to 
10 be tender, and careful of em, being always 
ih mindful that they are but Vail Veſſels: And V 
9 they ſhou'd likewiſe, from the Conſideration of F ft 
| their Frailty, be quickned to make a diligent | 
Improvement of their Miniſtry, whilſt their 
Uſefulneſs continues, and their Lives laſt, re- to 
membring that as they are fo frail and brittle, ri 
they may ſoon be diſabled from their Work, to 
or daſh'd to Pieces by the Stroke of Death. | th 
Tis but a ſhort Time, at the longeſt, that in 
Miniſters can be with their People. We a T! 
. 
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all dying Men, and (as one well expreſſes it) 
whilſt the Word of Life is in our Mouths, 
many times Death is in our Faces. O that 
you might therefore rightly improve our Mini- 


ſtrations, whilſt you are in the Enjoyment of 
; þ 


HavinG thus then finiſh'd our ſecond Gene- 
ral, we now paſs on to the next; and that is, 


III. Axp laſtly, the * . aſſign d, why 
this Treaſure of the Goſpel is put into ſuch 
Earthen Veſſels as the Miniſters and Diſpenſers 
of it are: It is that the great God might have 
all the Praiſe We have this Treaſure (ſays 
the Apoſtle) in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excel- 
lency of the Power may be of God, and not of 
us: That the Excellency, 1. e. the Greatneſs of 
the Power, the awakening, convincing, quick- 
ning, Heart-changing Power and Efficacy of 
the Goſpel, the Word of God, may be, that is 
to ſay, appear to be of himſelf, and not of us 


Men ; and therefore to God all the Glory 
ſhou'd be aſcrib d. 


THe grand Deſign of the bleſſed Goſpel is 
to lead us to the true Fear of God, and to glo- 
rity his great and awful Name; and in order 
to his being the more glorify'd, he employs 
thoſe that are but weak and mean Inſtruments, 
in the preaching and propagating of this Goſpel: 
Thus, for Inſtance, tho firſt Preachers and 

Propagators 
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Propagators of it were; and fo, for the moſt 

part, the Miniſters of it now are; for not | 
mighty, not many noble are call'd to this Work: 
But God hath choſen the fooliſi Things of the | 
World, and thoſe that are but weak, that ſo he | 
that glorieth, ſhou'd glory only in the Lord. 


Tur Goſpel is indeed very powerful: Tis 
call'd, Rom. i. 16. the Power of God to Saluva- 
tion. Tis powerful, but then tis God that 
makes it ſo; for what is the Preaching of the 
Goſpel in itſelf? Alas! 'tis a very unlikely | 
Means to effect any great Matters, as unlikely * 
as Gideon's Soldiers Lamps in the Earthen |; 
Pitchers were to terrify the Enemy and diſcomfit 
'em ; but yet theſe Lamps in the Pitchers, by | 
vertue of God's Power, did do it, as in Judges ? 
vil. 20, 21. (to which ſome think the Apoſtle 
alludes in the Text) So, by the Power of God, 
the Goſpel, in thoſe Earthen Veſſels, Chriſt's * 
Miniſters, is made effectual, however inſuffici- 
ent in itſelf, or in its Diſpenſers, to the pulling | 
down of the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan. 


O] waar great Things hath the Diſpenſa- | 
tion of the Goſpel, through the Power of 
God, done in this World! How have the 
Great Ones of the Earth, the Stubborn and 
Rebellious, been made to ſubmit to it! Such 
a Power hath gone forth with the Goſpel, that 
they have not been able to withſtand it, but 
| Have fall'n down before it, and yielded up 

FOES themſelves 
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themſelves to it, giving all Glory to God in the 
higheſt. O] what a Revenue of Honour hath 
God brought to himſelf by the Goſpel; by 
ftrengthening his Miniſters in the Preaching of 


it, and by granting them Succeſs in their 
Labours ! 


AND what tho' they are frail, dying Crea- 
tures, yet, as they die, and, like broken Veſ- 
ſels, are laid aſide, he raiſes up others to ſtand 
in their Room, and commits the ſame Goſpel 
to them, as to their Predeceſſors, ſo ſpeaking 
in em, and by em, as to get to himſelf, by 
their Labours, an everlaſting Name. 


WHEREFORE (as an Improvement of this 
Head) how ſhou'd we, in order to our glorify- 
ing of- God, pray to him, that we might, 
more and more, feel this Divine Power, in and 
by the Goſpel, operating on our Hearts, and 


in our Lives. 


. O! THaT we might find this Excellency of 
Power going along with the Goſpel of Chrilit, 
that ſo he may divide the Spoil and poſſeſs the 
Throne in our Souls; that our Souls may be 


ſav'd, and that God may have all the Glory! 


THvus then we have gone over and confider'd 
the ſeveral Parts of the Text. 


C AND 
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AND now, I apprehend, twill be expected 
that I ſhould fay ſomething with reſpect to 
your Reverend deceas'd Paſtor (whoſe Corpſe 
lies here before us.) | 


ACCORDINGLY ; as to him our dear Bro- 
ther, the Veſſel now broken and laid afide, he 
was (agreeably to the Character I have had of 
him) a Perſon well deſcended, and well edu- 
cated : His Father was a worthy Miniſter of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church : He was himſelf a 
Gentleman of good Learning, without any 
Oſtentation: He was One eminent for Humi- 
lity, Patience, and Self-denial: He was a 
Lover of all good Men, however difterent from 
himſelf in Opinion; yea, he lov'd his very 
Enemies (if any he had) and heartily pray'd 
for em: He was One that bewail'd the Sins 
and Vices of the Times: He was ſlow to 
Anger; being a mild, tho' faithful, Reprover : 
He was an Healer of Breaches, and a Reſtorer 
of Paths to dwell in: He was (as appear'd by 
his Diſcourſes, in all his Viſits) ſo ſpiritual and 
holy, that it was evident his Heart was in 
Heaven, tho” his Body on Earth: So that, in 
ſhort, tho' an Earthen Veſſel, yet (according 
to this Account) he was as honourable an one, 
as moſt in the Lord's Houſe ; and tho' now by 
Death broken to Pieces, ſhall, hereafter, be 


made whole again, and for ever thine, in the 


Houſe Above, as a Veſſel of Glory. 
I SHALL 
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I sHALL conclude with a few Words by 
way of Advice to you his Friends. 


AnD here, I think, I need not caution you 
againſt ſorrowing, as Perſons without Hope, 
for him who hath fall'n aſleep in Jeſus ; Sor- 
row, indeed, you can't but have, but, ſurely, 
not an hopeleſs one, for ſuch a good Man, and 


faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, as Mr. Hargreaves 


was: His Death, tis true, was very ſudden ; 
but what then ? Sudden Death, to the Believer, 
is but ſudden Glory. And, beſides, herein 
God anſwer'd his Defire, which was that he 


3 might feel as little Pain, as poſſible, in dying; 
3 he was often afraid of the Pains of Death; 
and but few of theſe he cou'd have, he not 
being apprehenſive, unleſs for a Moment, that 
Death was executing his Office upon him. 
Let the Conſideration of this then ſerve to 
moderate your Grief, and to dry up your Tears, 
for him ; as well as to encourage your Confi- 
| dence in God, if you have committed the 
Keeping of your Souls to him thro' Chriſt, 


As for the afflicted Widow, and her who is 


now left fatherleſs, let them truſt alſo in that 


merciful and gracious God, who hath promis'd 
to be an Huſband to the Widow, and a Father 
fo the Fatherleſs. 
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Ap as for you, the now deſtitute Church, 
let me exhort you to keep together in Love, 
Peace and Unity, and to be much in Prayer to Ip 
God, that you may rightly improve this awful 
Diſpenſation of his Providence; and that he 
wou'd be pleas'd to raiſe up for you another 
Paſtor, even one after his own Heart, to feed you 
with Spiritual Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
one that ſhall be a Veſſel meet for the Maſter's 
U/e, and fit for your Service, as that faithful 
Miniſter was, whom you have now loſt. 


AnD O!] that we might a of us, by this 
ſudden Stroke, be put in Mind of our own 
Mortality, remembring that owr Life on Earth 
is but as a Vapour that appeareth only for a little 
while, and then vaniſheth away, May we, 
every one, be always upon our Watch! accord- 
ing to thoſe Words of our bleſſed Lord, 
Mark xii, from Verſe the 34th - The Son 
| 4 Man is as a Man taking a for Journey, who 
left his Houſe, and gave Authority to his Ser- 
wants, and to every Man his Work, and com- 
manded the Porter to watch, Watch ye therefore 
(fer ye know not when the Maſter of the Houſe 
cometh; at Even, or at Midnight, or at the 
Cock-crowing, or in the Morning) left coming 
ſuddenly, he find you fleeping. And what T ſay 
unto you, I jay unto all, Watch. 


Now 


this 
OW“ 
arth 
little 


we, 
ord- 
ord, 


the Rev. Mr. Hargreaves. 


Now, to God the F ather, to God the Son, 


and to God the Holy Ghoſt, be everlaſting 
Praiſes aſtribed, Amen 
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